
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BALTIMORE-WASHINGTON CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Cumberland-Hagerstown District  

LAY SERVANT ACADEMY 
 Joe White, C-H Lay Servant Co-Director   e-mail:  rjw18827@myactv.net 

Wanda Jimenez-Barkdoll, C-H Lay Servant Co-Director    e-mail: jansack@earthlink.net 
  

 
August 01, 2020     

Good Day and thank you for registering for the  Public Prayer, an Advanced or Recertification Lay Servant Course. Your 
instructor is Pastor Kyle Durbin, [c] (443) 223-5717; e-mail: pastor@frostburgumc.org . Please contact him directly if you 
have any questions about the class. 

REVISED Class Schedule:  09/28/2020  --  10/01/2020; Mon. – Thurs., from 6 pm – 8:30 pm [for 2-1/2 hours each day]; 
Minimum 5 students for class to be offered. 

Zoom Meeting: This class will be held via the Zoom Application. Information for joining the class will be provided 
with the assignment sheet prior to start class date.  Please retain the “BWC Best Practices for a ZOOM Meetings” 
for future reference. Directions for participating in a ZOOM meeting/class begins on the last page. 

Required Text:  Shaping the Prayers of the People: The Art of Intercession by Samuel Wells and Abigail Kocher; ISBN: 
978-0-80287-097-1 .  Additional helpful resource (no reading assignment):  Let The Whole Church Say Amen, published 
by Abingdon Press ISBN: 9780687090778.       Books may be purchased from:  Cokesbury (www.cokesbury.com) or 
phone 1-800-672-1789;  The General Board of Discipleship (http://www.gbod.org/);  The Upper Room  
(http://bookstore.upperroom.org/) or phone 1-800-972-0433; and some texts are available at Amazon.com or Christian 
bookstores. 

Reading Assignment:  Please read the entire book because the class will be completed in 4 consecutive days. 

• Monday - Chapters 1&2 
1. What prayer(s) from scripture are particularly meaningful for you and why? 
2. What words or phrases do you find yourself often repeating when praying privately or publicly? Why? 

• Tuesday - Chapter 3 
1. Can you think of a time you were asked to pray for a specific cause or event related to social justice?  
2. What was it and how did it feel? 

• Wednesday - Chapter 4 
1. What comes to mind when you are asked to "pray for the world?" 

• Thursday - Chapter 5 
1. Do you prefer writing your prayers or praying extemporaneously? Why?  
2. Describe a time you prayed in a manner outside your custom or experience. 

Be certain to file the certificate of completion you receive in a safe place.  You will need to submit a copy of it with your 
Annual Report for your local church’s fall charge conference meeting. 

NOTE: If you wish to become a Certified Lay Servant [CLS] you need to complete both the BASIC and one ADVANCED Lay 
Servant class. Then fill out the ”Certified Lay Servant and Certified Lay Speaker- Application” attaching certificates from 
both classes and send the packet to Wanda Barkdoll for review and approval by the District Committee on Lay Servant 
Ministries, or equivalent structure (See ¶668.3).   

Best wishes as you continue with your Lay Servant Ministry. 

Miss P [Penny] Gaver, Cumberland-Hagerstown District Administrator 
Direct: 301-788-0016; E-mail: pgaver@bwcumc.org  
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How will the meeting be set-up? 
● Date and Time 

○ How long will the event last?  
■ Hour is optimal - Two hours at the most. 

● Is a co-host needed to help with (pre-assign roles)? 
○ Giving access from wait room to meeting 
○ Managing breakout assignments 
○ Monitoring the chat panel 
○ Starting the recording 
○ Launching the polls 
○ Troubleshooting 

● Will you have break-out rooms? 
○ Who will help co-host, set-up, and run the rooms? 
○ A list of participants is needed along with the breakout types (ex. By 

district, by conference relationship, church role, etc.) 
● Will you use the poll feature? 

○ The host will run the poll and should be the only person logged into their 
account.  

● Will you ask people to register to attend? 
○ Do you have questions you want to be answered when registering to 

attend? (Remember not to ask too many questions.) 
■ What church are you with? (Church/City) 
■ What phone number will you use to call in? 

● Do you want the meeting recorded? 
● Meeting Options you should use: 

○ Mute participants upon entry 
○ Enable waiting room 

 
Email Invitation with Registration Link: 

● Email the invitation and let them know a link to join will be sent once they 
register. They will need to hold onto this link for the meeting. 

● Send handouts you will discuss during the meeting.  
○ You can send the handouts with the meeting invitation, but you will need 

to send them again with a reminder about the meeting. Let them know you 
will be discussing the materials the next day and they need to have them 
on hand. 

● Send a reminder email. The original email may be buried in their inbox and hard 
to find. 
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Before the meeting: 
● Plan a rehearsal at least 3 days before your meeting. 

○ You will want to run through the entire presentation so updates can be 
made, and everyone understands their role.  

● Run a registrant list to set-up the breakout rooms.  
● Make sure you are in a well-lit, quiet space with little or no distractions. 
● Test wi-fi and audio. 

 
Meeting Day: 

● The host and co-hosts should log in at least 15 minutes prior to the start time to 
get prepared.  

○ A co-host or multiple co-hosts will be  needed to help with 
■ Giving access from wait room to meeting 
■ Manage PowerPoint and other technical items. 
■ Managing breakout assignments 
■ Monitoring the chat panel 
■ Starting the recording 
■ Launching the polls 
■ Troubleshooting 

● If you have a large number of participants and will be running a PowerPoint, a 
poll, using the waiting room, break-out rooms, recording the meeting, and using 
the chat option, you will need more than one co-host.  

● Include a welcome and instruction slide to show at the start of the meeting, so 
participants know what to expect 

 
Post Meeting: 

● Save the chat discussion 
● Stop the video recording (if applicable) 
● Directly after the meeting: 

○ Send an email thanking them for participating.  
■ Additional handouts  
■ FAQ’s which may have come from the chat 
■ Survey (if applicable)  

 
Zoom Script Before Meeting Starts:  

Before we get started, I just wanted to share some Best Practices for using Zoom for a 
group like ours.  Please keep yourself muted so that background noise doesn’t 
overpower the presenters.  We will have some smaller group time, and I’d encourage 
you to unmute yourself to speak then, but otherwise, keep yourself muted.  To unmute 
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yourself, you can click on the microphone button on the toolbar across the bottom or the 
three dots in your frame.  

 I’d also recommend that you use the “Speaker View” setting and not the “Gallery View.”  
The Speaker View will show you only the video of the person who is speaking instead of 
the individual tiles of everyone participating tonight.  If you’re on a computer or tablet, 
you can select the speaker view by clicking in the upper right corner. 

 I’m sure there will be questions that arise during the presentation, so if you want to ask 
a question, please utilize the chat feature.  That way you won’t interrupt the speaker.  
You can find the chat feature along the toolbar.  Type your question in there and then 
our speakers can take some time to answer them at the end. 

 We’ll be using the breakout room feature, so when it’s time to head to our rooms, you’ll 
get a notification that you’ll need to accept so that you move into the breakout room.    

 
How to Participate in a ZOOM Meeting: 

1. You might be invited to join a Zoom meeting by email, or you may register for one of 
the webinars / trainings, to obtain the meeting link and password. 

2. Download ZOOM   [available for computers, tablets, and cell phones]  It is possible 
to call into these meetings, but to get the best experience you should have a 
computer with a camera or an external webcam and stable internet service. 

3. After launching Zoom, click Join a Meeting or Sign In. To sign in, use your Zoom, 
Google, or Facebook account. If you don't have an account, click Sign Up Free. 

4. Refer to your registration confirmation email for a direct link to the training or for the 
meeting ID and password if available. 

5. You can choose to have video on or off, but make sure you DO connect audio so 
you can ask questions. You will have the ability to mute yourself /turn your video 
on/off during the training through the tools at the top of your screen after connecting. 

6. To ask questions, click on Participants at the top of your screen, then raise your 
hand. You may ask questions aloud or via the Chat tool at the top of your screen. 

7. Additional help getting started with zoom 

 

https://zoom.us/support/download
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/categories/200101697-Getting-Started



