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15-Resolution to Do No Harm through Marriage Prohibitions

As per Baltimore-Washington Conference Rule Para. 3006.2.c, this resolution was reviewed by
the Conference Secretary and was found consistent with the current Book of Discipline.

Submitted by: Debbie Scott, Baltimore-Washington Area Reconciling Methodists (BWARM)
Co-Sponsors: Rev. Angela Flanagan, BWARM; BWARM Steering Committee

Whereas: Whereas, Jesus modeled an inclusive love that took him to the margins of his society,
offering love, healing and reconciliation to all; and we seek to follow Jesus’ way by welcoming
all—in the fullness of who they are—into the fullness of the Body of Christ today; and

Whereas: Jesus refused to deny ministry to those defined as outside church laws (for example,
the woman at the well, John 4:4-26) and refused to cast judgment on those deemed to have
violated church laws (for example, Jesus refusing to cast blame on the man born blind in John
9:1-7), so too we should refuse to deny being in ministry with those defined by UMC laws as
being “incompatible with Christian teaching” and we too should refuse to cast judgment on those
deemed to have violated church laws by participating in same-sex marriages; and

Whereas: our understanding of Scripture leads us to understand God’s love and inclusion for all
outweighs church laws that incorrectly interpret God’s words in Scripture as being exclusionary;
and

Whereas: we recognize the good the church has done throughout the centuries in bringing the
Gospel message to people throughout the world, and we acknowledge that the church has not
always done so without error and without inflicting harm; and

Whereas: the church’s acceptance of the larger societal belief systems that are sexist, racist,
xenophobic, and homophobic have hampered the church’s witness in the world and caused harm
to people based on who they are, wrongly believed to be “less than” by these ideologies, in
contrast to God’s creation of all things that are good (Genesis 1:26-31); and

Whereas: the church’s understanding of tradition is guided by an ever-broadening proclamation
of the gospel to include all people and welcome all people as members of the church in the
fullness of who they are, just as, over the centuries, The United Methodist Church has realized
the errors of its ways and opened its ministry practices to include people of color, women, and
other people once deemed to be outsiders; and

Whereas: social and demographic research over the last two decades has shown consistently
higher rates of suicide, suicide attempts, and suicidal ideation among LGBTQIA+ youth and
young adults, ranging from 50% to 400% greater than for heterosexual youth and young adults
(2); and
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Whereas: more recent research shows that religious identity, greater religiosity (stronger faith),
and more active practice of religion are among the factors that increase the risk of suicide,
suicide attempts, and suicide ideation of LGBTQIA+ youths and young adults (2); and

Whereas: the church’s understanding based in reason leads us to understand the actual harm that
the church is committing through its discriminatory policies placing LGBTQIA+ youth and
young adults who perceive higher levels of institutionalized forms of discrimination at greater
risk of suicide, suicide attempts, and suicide ideation as well as other health risks such as
substance abuse and internalized homophabia (3); and

Whereas: research has shown that religion and religiosity provided protective factors that lead to
improved mental health status and provided a protective factor against suicide and suicide
ideation (4), but that the reverse is true for LGBTQIA+ youth and young adults today, where
religion, religiosity and church-based institutional discrimination actually increase the likelihood
of suicide, suicide attempts, and suicide ideation (5) ; and

Whereas: the church’s understanding based in experience leads us to understand from our own
ministry practice (6) the actual harm that the church’s discriminatory ministries, policies and
procedures are inflicting upon our LGBTQIA+ siblings; and

Whereas: the Baltimore-Washington Conference is a vital conference that is proud to be
welcoming LGBTQIA+ people in our churches and encourages its churches to be in ministry
with the LGBTQIA+ community; and

Whereas: the Baltimore-Washington Conference in 2011 passed the resolution, “Allowing a
Pastoral Response to Requests for Same-Gender Marriages and Civil Unions,” which states that
“Notwithstanding the foregoing [§ 341.6], in those civil jurisdictions where homosexual persons
have been granted the right to same gender marriage or civil union, ceremonies celebrating those
marriages or unions may be conducted in our churches and by our ministers, the decision being
the right and responsibility of the pastor;” and

Whereas: the first rule of Methodism is to “Do No Harm” (9 103), which is found in the “Our
Doctrinal Standards and General Rules” in the Book of Discipline to give it priority over other
matters of doctrine; and

Whereas: the rule to “Do No Harm” is also protected under the “Restrictive Rules” of the Book
of Discipline’s Constitution, specifically by § 21 Article V, which states that “The General
Conference shall not revoke or change the General Rules of Our United Societies;” and

Whereas: individual clergy promise to uphold the General Rules of the Church (f 336, number
7) as an article of their ordination, thereby committing that they will do no harm in the practice
of their ministry; and

Whereas: we know from our understanding of Scripture, tradition, reason, and experience, that
the current Book of Discipline,  341.6, that prevents clergy from celebrating homosexual unions
and churches from hosting such celebrations, also imposes harm on LGBTQIA+ persons as a
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form of institutionalized discrimination and thus violates the first General Rule, to “Do No
Harm,” as suicide, suicide ideation, and self-harm are extreme forms of harm that are being
imposed on LGBTQIA+ youth and young adults based on the church’s practices proscribed in ¢
341.6; therefore

Be it resolved: that the Baltimore-Washington Conference repents of the harm that church laws
and practices have done to members of the LGBTQIA+ community, all those who love them,
and those who are in ministry with them; and

Be it further resolved: we aspire that § 341.6 of the Book of Discipline would be considered by
the Baltimore-Washington Conference to be in contradiction to the General Rules of Methodism,
specifically to do “Do No Harm,” and is thus no longer binding on the ministries, policies and
procedures of the Baltimore-Washington Conference; and

Be it further resolved: that we aspire to see the decision of the February 2019 Special Session
of General Conference, to adopt the Traditional Plan and uphold and strengthen sanctions related
to 1 341.6, would also be considered to be nonbinding on the ministries, policies and procedures
of the Baltimore-Washington Conference; and

Be it further resolved: that we aspire to understand § 2702.1 sentence (b) of the Book of
Discipline—which identifies chargeable offenses against clergy to include: “conducting
ceremonies which celebrate homosexual unions,” or “performing same-sex wedding
ceremonies”—would also be considered nonbinding within the Baltimore-Washington
Conference; and

Be it further resolved: that in its desire to take no actions that do harm to LGBTQIA+ children
of God, the Baltimore-Washington Conference aspires to neither make nor follow rules or
policies that discriminate against LGBTQIA+ persons, including specifically the following:

o Clergy are free to officiate any weddings, regardless of the couple’s sexual orientation or
gender identities, based on the clergy member’s conscience concerning the
appropriateness of their union.

e No charges shall be made against any clergy for officiating weddings for same-sex
couples.

« Individual congregations are free to set their own policies as to who may have weddings
on church property, so long as all such policies treat all couples, regardless of their
gender identity/gender expression or sexual orientation, the same.
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For a powerful personal testimony on how a local church through its witness of inclusion
changes lives and offers hope, listen to Eric P.’s testimony at Capitol Hill UMC on March 17,
2019 on how the church saved his life; found at: https://chumc.net/eric-p-testimonial/.

The Connectional Table voted concurrence on this resolution.
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