
16-Resolution to Do No Harm Across the Northeast Jurisdiction 1 

 As per Baltimore-Washington Conference Rule Para. 3006.2.c, this resolution was reviewed by 2 
the Conference Secretary and was found consistent with the current Book of Discipline.  3 

Submitted by: Rev. Debbie Scott, Baltimore-Washington Area Reconciling United Methodists 4 
(BWWARM)  5 

Co-sponsors: Rev. Angela Flanagan, BWARM; BWARM Steering Committee  6 

Whereas: Jesus modeled an inclusive love that took him to the margins of his society, offering 7 
love, healing and reconciliation to all; and we seek to follow Jesus’ way by welcoming all — in 8 
the fullness of who they are — into the fullness of the Body of Christ today; and 9 

Whereas: Jesus refused to deny ministry to those defined as outside church laws (for example, 10 
the woman at the well, John 4:4-26) and refused to cast judgment on those deemed to have 11 
violated church laws (for example, Jesus refusing to cast blame on the man born blind in John 12 
9:1-7), so too we should refuse to deny being in ministry with those denied by UMC laws as 13 
being “incompatible with Christian teaching” and we too should refuse to cast judgment on those 14 
deemed to have violated church laws by participating in same-sex marriages; and 15 

Whereas: our understanding of Scripture leads us to understand God’s love and inclusion for all 16 
outweighs church laws that incorrectly interpret God’s words in Scripture as being exclusionary; 17 
and  18 

Whereas: we recognize the good the church has done throughout the centuries in bringing the 19 
Gospel message to people throughout the world, and we acknowledge that the church has not 20 
always done so without error and without inflicting harm; and 21 

Whereas: the church’s acceptance of the larger societal belief systems that are sexist, racist, 22 
xenophobic, and homophobic have hampered the church’s witness in the world and caused harm 23 
to people based on who they are, wrongly believed to be “less than” by these ideologies, in 24 
contrast to God’s creation of all things that are good (Genesis 1:26-31); and 25 

Whereas: the church’s understanding of tradition is guided by an ever-broadening proclamation 26 
of the gospel to include all people and welcome all people as members of the church in the 27 
fullness of who they are, just as, over the centuries, The United Methodist Church has realized 28 
the errors of its ways and opened its ministry practices to include people of color, women, and 29 
other people once deemed to be outsiders; and 30 

Whereas: social and demographic research over the last two decades has shown consistently 31 
higher rates of suicide, suicide attempts, and suicidal ideation among LGBTQIA+ youth and 32 
young adults, ranging from 50% to 400% greater than for heterosexual youth and young adults 33 
(1); and  34 



Whereas: more recent research shows that religious identity, greater religiosity (stronger faith), 35 
and more active practice of religion are among the factors that increase the risk of suicide, 36 
suicide attempts, and suicide ideation of LGBTQIA+ youths and young adults (2); and 37 

Whereas: the church’s understanding based in reason leads us to understand the actual harm that 38 
the church is committing through its discriminatory policies placing LGBTQIA+ youth and 39 
young adults who perceive higher levels of institutionalized forms of discrimination at greater 40 
risk of suicide, suicide attempts, and suicide ideation as well as other health risks such as 41 
substance abuse and internalized homophobia (3); and 42 

Whereas:  research has shown that religion and religiosity provided protective factors that lead 43 
to improved mental health status and provided a protective factor against suicide and suicide 44 
ideation (4), but that the reverse is true for LGBTQIA+ youth and young adults today, where 45 
religion, religiosity and church-based institutional discrimination actually increase the likelihood 46 
of suicide, suicide attempts, and suicide ideation (5) ; and 47 

Whereas: the church’s understanding based in experience leads us to understand from our own 48 
ministry practice (6) the actual harm that the church’s discriminatory ministries, policies and 49 
procedures are inflicting upon our LGBTQIA+ siblings; and 50 

Whereas: the first rule of Methodism is to “Do No Harm” (¶ 103), which is found in the “Our 51 
Doctrinal Standards and General Rules” in the Book of Discipline to give it priority over other 52 
matters of doctrine; and  53 

Whereas: the rule to “Do No Harm” is also protected under the “Restrictive Rules” of the Book 54 
of Discipline’s Constitution, specifically by ¶ 21 Article V, which states that “The General 55 
Conference shall not revoke or change the General Rules of Our United Societies;” and 56 

Whereas: individual clergy promise to uphold the General Rules of the Church (¶ 336, number 57 
7) as an article of their ordination, thereby committing that they will do no harm in the practice 58 
of their ministry; and  59 

Whereas: we know from our understanding of Scripture, tradition, reason, and experience, that 60 
the current Book of Discipline, ¶ 304.3, declaring “homosexuality” as “incompatible with 61 
Christian teaching” imposes actual harm on LGBTQIA+ persons and thus violates the first 62 
General Rule, to “Do No Harm,” as suicide, suicide ideation, and self-harm are extreme forms of 63 
harm that are being imposed on LGBTQIA+ youth and young adults based on the church’s 64 
teaching in ¶ 304.3; and 65 

Whereas: we know from our understanding of Scripture, tradition, reason, and experience, that 66 
the current Book of Discipline, ¶ 341.6, that prevents clergy from celebrating homosexual unions 67 
and churches from hosting such celebrations, also imposes harm on LGBTQIA+ persons as a 68 
form of institutionalized discrimination and thus violates the first General Rule, to “Do No 69 
Harm,” as suicide, suicide ideation, and self-harm are extreme forms of harm that are being 70 
imposed on LGBTQIA+ youth and young adults based on the church’s practices proscribed in ¶ 71 
341.6; and 72 



Whereas: in light of the actions of the Baltimore-Washington Conference to adopt the 73 
resolutions named “Do No Harm through Ordination Prohibition,” “Do No Harm through 74 
Marriage Prohibitions,” “Representation of LGBTQIA+ On Conference Commissions, 75 
Committees and Agencies,” “Conservation of Conference Ministry Funding,” and/or “Caucus 76 
Funding to Do No Harm,” we seek to inform and promote consistent policies among the Annual 77 
Conferences of the Northeast Jurisdiction; therefore 78 

Be it Resolved: that the Baltimore-Washington Conference repents of the harm that church laws 79 
and practices have done to members of the LGBTQIA+ community, all those who love them, 80 
and those who are in ministry with them; and 81 

Be it Further Resolved: that the Secretary of the Baltimore-Washington Conference shall share 82 
with the Conference Secretaries and bishops of each of the Annual Conferences of the Northeast 83 
Jurisdiction the following resolutions: “Do No Harm through Ordination Prohibition,” “Do No 84 
Harm through Marriage Prohibitions,” “Representation of LGBTQIA+ On Conference 85 
Commissions, Committees and Agencies,” “Conservation of Conference Ministry Funding,” and 86 
“Caucus Funding to Do No Harm;” and 87 

Be it Further Resolved: that we urge the Bishop of the Baltimore-Washington Conference to 88 
work with the Northeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops to develop nondiscriminatory 89 
LGBTQIA+ ministries, policies and procedures governing the Annual Conferences of the 90 
Northeast Jurisdiction. 91 
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