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The President

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN—

turning faith, hope, and love into action for women, children and youth around the world.
Harriett Olson of the Women's Division, stated in a recent article submission on Mutuality to United Methodist News Service (UMNS), “We are sisters, sitting around the circle together in a mutual quest for wholeness, and safety and health―perhaps we are even friends.”
Greetings to my Sisters in Christ,

I am very honored to be your new BWC UMW President and I promise to serve you with all the strength, humility, and courage that God will supply. I come to you from the Baltimore-Suburban District. Serving in the United Methodist Women has been one of my passions for many years and I am in awe to see the fruit of your labor. I recall God's directives given by Isaiah 58 which states that we are to loosen the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke. We are to share our food with the hungry and provide the poor wanderer with shelter―when you see the naked, to clothe them and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood. Jesus tells us in Matthew 25 that just as you did it to one of the least of these you did it to me.

We need to stick together, weaving a common cord, to be in community, and as our UMW Purpose states, “... to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.” With God's guidance and unconditional love, we can help to repair and restore the brokenness here and around the world. Through the leadership of our Mission Coordinators, we are given opportunities to work together for the good of all, especially women, children, and youth. Let us continue to mutually share God's love and make disciples for Jesus Christ.

The National UMW has recently taken a survey to determine our attitudes and realities of racial balance in our membership and UMW structure. I received a copy of these statistics, dated November 19, 2010, at the Women's Division Leadership Training Event in Missouri in November. The report says that while 76% of the Conferences are all white or largely white, and 2% are all black, 22% were found to be ethnically and racially balanced. In my opinion, the BWC UMW falls within that "balanced" group. According to the survey, most Conference leaders felt that their Conference is a non-racist organization with open doors to people of color, listen to their voices, and are committed to dismantling racism and inherent white privilege, and believe "We are all sisters and we no longer see color." 

On the issue of eliminating the final two sentences of Paragraph 304.3, which say “...The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church,” from the Book of Discipline, the United Methodist Women of the BWC have not established a position on this divisive issue, nor are we attempting to. Our prayer is that Bishop Schol will find the discernment, wisdom, and courage to establish the right position for our Conference and for the Denomination. I urge our Districts, Local Units, and individual United Methodist Women to consider prayerfully the issue and to make their views known to the Bishop individually. You can do this by visiting the BWC web site, <http://bwcumc.org/content/bishopscommunication>.   

-- 


Vice Presidents Welcome!

For the returning and new vice presidents a hearty welcome and congratulations!  Are you ready for some new and exciting programs within your district? “What I have to plan a program?,” you may be thinking.  Now don’t worry, it’s not as bad as it sounds.  First figure out how many programs will be presented this year and next year.  Ideally, the plans for the first of the year would be in place by the fall and the first of the year you would be working on the fall events.  Some of us may be working on the first half of the year now and then by June begin working on the fall events.  Whichever ways you do it allow yourself enough time to plan.  Your main resource will be the UMW Handbook 2009-2012.  There is a section devoted to Program Planning.  Listed below are a few things to consider while planning any event:  

· Goal of the program: encompass the PURPOSE of UMW and incorporates the concerns of the four areas of mission: Spiritual Growth, Social Action, Membership Nurture and Outreach and Mission Education and Interpretation. What is the outcome you would like at the end of the event? 

· Focus scripture: Everything we do should be biblically based

· Worship center 

· Audience: youth oriented; inter-generational

· Cost: honorariums, equipment rentals, programs, meals

· Method: lectures, audio visuals, small group discussions, music & dance, skits

· Length: all-day, half day, two hours

· Resources: materials may have to be ordered, obtain copyright permission 

· Publicity: inviting and welcoming flyers, emails and neighborhood calendars, radio & newspaper ads

· Arrangements: microphones, tables & chairs, room, newsprint/easels, piano/hymnals

· Setting: auditorium, sanctuary, room, hotel

· Evaluations: helpful tool to let you know what worked well and areas that need improvement

Colleen, I’m not sure I can do all of the above!  I suggest you first use the 2011 Program Book.  Everything is already planned for you.  You may need to make adjustments for your group, but the most of the legwork is done for you.  The Program Book is a wonderful resource material.

The Mission Team, specifically the Mission Coordinators, is there to help. These events are not your events but the team’s!  Let’s work together for a successful year!

Colleen F. Cates

410-488-536 (h) 410-598-9470 (cell)

craftyme53@yahoo.com


Board of Trustees

The BWC UMW Board of Trustees will hold their Spring meeting Tuesday April 12, 2011 at 10:00 AM at the Conference Center in Fulton, MD.  Each of the eight districts should have a representative present.  Also present will be the Baltimore Parish Work representative and our new UMW Conference President Nancy Randers-Pehrson.

 

Janice Mason
President


A Message from your Treasurer –Darlene H. Bowles
     A big Thank You goes out to all the local units who have faithfully worked and supported the Purpose of the United Methodist Women through your gifts and pledges for all women, youth and children.  Because of your dedication, the Baltimore Washington Conference was able to honor our commitment to pay our Pledge to Mission in full for 2010.  

     The important work of our District Treasurers is greatly appreciated.  There is a 4 year term for this position on the District Mission Team, but sometimes when the position is not filled, the treasurer agrees to continue for a fifth year.  This was the case with Precious Morrison from the Central Maryland District who served until a new treasurer was elected.  Thank you, Precious, for your dedication to the UMW.  We welcome our new Central Maryland District treasurer, Tamara Hull from Goshen UMC who is young, capable, willing to learn and a pleasure to know.

Report on Mission Giving Pledges and Designated Gifts for 2010

Districts

Pledge 
Receipts
Designated Gifts
Conf. Projects
Total
Annapolis-

$42,000.
$47,777.47
$2,470.25

$7,780.00

$58,027.72

Balt. Metro.-

$42,000.
$52,716.87
$1,955.97

$6,217.53

$60,890.37

Balt. Suburban-
$41,500.
$32,536.18
$2,313.25

$4,120.00

$38,969.43

Central MD-

$36,000.
$27,262.50
$3,644.00

$7,000.00

$37,906.50

Cumb-Hagerstown-
$26,000.
$25,314.29
$1,482.52

$1,525.00

$28,321.81

Frederick-

$30,000.
$24,400.78
$2,551.10

$1,795.00

$28,746.88

Greater Wash.

$62,000.
$61,989.32
$6,827.41

$9,117.00

$77,933.73

Wash. East-

$42,000.
$43,460.26
$2,690.75

$5,586.00

$51,737.01



         $321,500.         $315,457.67     $23,935.25                  $43,140.53                 $382,533.45

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

5 Star Local Units

Annapolis District

Adams UMW


Cape St. Claire

Hall UMW

Mt. Zion, Laurel    Asbury, Annapolis


Carter’s UMW

Hope St. Mark

Pasadena UMW

Asbury, Broadneck

Cecil Memorial

John Wesley-Ann.
Severna Park UMW

Asbury, Jessup

Community Crofton

John Wesley-Glen Burnie

Asbury, Townneck

Community Pasedena

Messiah UMW
Sollers UMW

Baldwin Memorial

Eastport UMW

Metropolitan UMW 
St. Mark-Hanover

Calvary UMW


First UMW of Laurel

Mt. Zion, Magothy
St. Matthews UMW












Trinity-Odenton

Baltimore Metropolitan District

Ames Memorial UMW
Eastern UMW


Lodge Forest 

St. James Memorial

Arbutus UMW

Epworth Chapel

Martin Luther King
St. John UMW

Arnolia UMW


Good Shepherd

Metropolitan

St. Matthews

Back River UMW

Gwynn Oak UMW

Mount Olivet

St. Paul UMW

Beechfield UMW

Hampden UMW
Mt. Washington- Aldersgate   Sharp Street

Catonsville UMW

Hiss UMW


Northwood-Appold
Towson UMW

Centennial-Caroline

John Wesley


Orangeville

Union Memorial

Cherry Hill UMW

Landowne UMW

Overlea UMW

Unity UMW

Christ UMW


Loch Raven UMW

Patapsco UMW
Violetville UMW


Christ UMW


Loch Raven UMW

Patapsco UMW
Violetvill UMW

Baltimore Suburban District

Bel Air UMW


Glyndon UMW

Hopewell UMW
Reisterstown UMW

Cedar Grove UMW

Gough UMW


Jerrettsville UMW
Union, Baldwin UMW

Clarks UMW


Grace-Aberdeen

John Wesley

Union United UMW

Cokesbury UMW

Grace-Upperco

Mt. Olive UMW
Wesley-Hampstead 

Dublin UMW


Havre de Grace

Presbury-Edgewood

Central Maryland District

Alberta Gray UMW

Emory Grove UMW

Mt. Gregory/St. 
Luke UMW

Asbury UMW


Fairhaven UMW

Oakdale Emory 
Trinity UMW

Ashton UMW


Goshen UMW


Pleasant Grove
Wesley Chapel UMW

Damascus UMW

Hopkins UMW

Providence UMW
Wesley Freedom UMW

Cumberland-Hagerstown District

Asbury-Hagerstown UMW
Fairview Avenue

LaVale UMW

Park Place UMW

Centre Street UMW

1st Methodist of Lonaconing
Mt. Harmon UMW
Trinity-Cumberland

Christ-Cumberland

Frostburg UMW

New Covenant

Washington Square

Cresaptown UMW

John Wesley UMW

Otterbein UMW
Williamsport UMW

Frederick District

Arden UMW


Calvary-Frederick UMW
Hedgesville UMW
Trinity-Martinsburg

Bedington UMW

Calvary-Martinsburg

Jefferson UMW
Westminster UMW

Bunker Hill UMW

Centennial Memorial

Mt. Pleasant UMW

Calvary- Finksburg

Harmony UMW

New Street UMW

Greater Washington District

Albright UMW

Emory UMW


Good Shepherd
Mount Zion UMW

Asbury UMW


Faith UMW


Hughes Mem.-DC
Randall Memorial UMW

Brightwood Park UMW
1st Church of Hyattsville
Hughes-Wheaton
Rockville UMW

Chevy Chase UMW

Forest Memorial UMW
Jerusalem-Mt Pleasant    

Christ UMW- DC

Francis Asbury UMW

Jones Memorial
Ryland Epworth UMW  Colesville UMW

Gethsemane UMW

Lincoln Park

St. Paul’s-Kensington
                                           College Park UMW
            Glenmont UMW
            Mckendree-Simms-Brookland UMW

Ebenezer UMW

Good Hope UMW

Memorial First UMW












Metropolitan-St. Luke











Millian Memorial 
Simpson-Hamline UMW

Washington East District

Brooks UMW


Good Shepherd UMW
Mt. Harmony/Lower Marlboro

Carroll Western UMW
Grace UMW


Mt. Olive UMW
St. Matthews UMW

Clinton UMW


Hollywood UMW

Olivet UMW

St. Paul’s-Leonardtown

Ebenezer UMW

Huntingtown Charge

Smithville UMW
St. Paul-Oxon Hill

Emmanuel-Beltsville

Indian Head UMW

Solomon’s UMW
Trinity UMW

Emmanuel-Huntingtown
LaPlata UMW


St. Edmonds UMW
Union UMW

Faith UMW


Metropolitan UMW

St. George Island
Wards UMW    












Westphalia UMW












Zion Wesley UMW


Secretary of Program Resources
Dear Sisters in Christ!


As your new Secretary of Program Resources for the Conference UMW Mission Team, I would like to share some information with you.  It is my responsibility to help elected leaders of the Conference Mission Team and the District Secretaries of Program Resources in the following ways:

· To be informed about and promote the use of printed and audiovisual materials of the Women’s Division and General Board of Global Ministries which are available through the Mission Resource Center;

· To promote the Reading Program (see Dec., 2010 issue of Response magazine)  

· To promote the reading of both Response and New World Outlook.  Response magazine is also available on cassette;

· Serve as the contact person for District Secretaries of Program Resources, provide resources, and conduct training at least annually.

The PURPOSE OF THE READING PROGRAM is to encourage United Methodist Women to:

· Expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission;

· Increase sensitivity to all human beings – their needs, interests and concerns;

· Encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today;

· Grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life;

· Enhance self-knowledge and act from that knowledge;

· Strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission.

You may have noticed a new category, Leadership Development, that has been added to our Reading Program.  This category includes titles on the topic of leadership and includes resources for leadership training and development for United Methodist Women; stories from women in leadership roles around the world, our struggles and outcomes; networking, mentoring and communications skills, finance and budgeting, conflict management and others.

The Leadership Development category is NOT an optional category, and is included in the requirements for all Plans as follows:

PLAN I:  Readers can substitute one of the original four categories to include Leadership.

PLAN II:  Readers must read 10 books per year – 2 books each from the original 4 categories plus 2 books from Leadership.

PLAN III:  Readers must read 15 books per year – 2 books each from the original 4 categories, plus 7 additional titles from any category – Leadership titles can be included here.

PLAN IV:  Readers must read 20 books per year – 2 books from the original 4 categories, plus 12 additional titles from any category – Leadership titles can be included here.

For more detailed descriptions of each of the above Plans, please refer to the Mission Response Center Reading Program Publication, or go online at www.missionresourcecenter.org   .

Blessings and peace to all, and keep on reading!

                                                                                 
Linda S. Yost








LJyost@verizon.net 








410-239-0429



Spiritual Growth

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose”  (Romans 8:28, NIV)

One of the responsibilities of the Mission Coordinator for Spiritual Growth is to coordinate and/or promote special times and events for worship, quiet day service, retreats, and devotions at meetings.   


The 2011 UMW program book, Finding Peace, is a collection of 11 programs that may be used throughout the year to bring together UMW members and friends.  It offers a variety of experiences for bible studies, mission encounters and special programs useful in learning and experiencing more about our relationship to God through our personal relationship with each other and our mission work.  Using the Prayer Calendar gives us the opportunity to communicate with those in mission service and the executive staff of the United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries.   The artwork was submitted by children from around the United States.


The Response magazine, the Voice of Women in Mission, features color photos, Bible study and stories of United Methodist Women in mission across the United States and around the world.  The many articles are another source that may be used to formulate a program and/or event to lift up at UMW meetings.  In the January 2011 issue, the Response index page highlights the previous year at a glance, the articles/ topics are listed in alphabetic order for easy reference.  

Yours & His

Jane Grays 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator

LadyJaneGra@aol.com
301-937-6392

Education and Interpretation 

To all of the District and Local Mission Coordinators for Education and Interpretation, for I am looking forward to this year with you.  You may or may not realize that by excepting this position, you as one of the four mission coordinators work as a team to address the areas of mission emphasis of the United Methodist Women: Spiritual Growth, Social Action, Education and Interpretation, and Membership Nurture and Outreach.

All mission coordinators work actively with the Executive Committee to fulfill the Purpose, and to interpret and implement:  The Social Principles and Our Theological Task, Mission Giving, The Charter for Racial Justices Policies, and The Reading Program.  We as Mission coordinators help interpret the need for financial undergirding of the General Board of Global Ministries, which is supported by the Women’s Division. 

Each mission coordinator emphasizes her mission area while working and relating to the other three coordinators in educating women about the total program of the United Methodist Women.

As Education and Interpretation Coordinators, our main focus is to empower women to understand, interpret and participate in the mission giving and outreach of the church.

If I can be of help to accomplish your task please feel free to call or e-mail me. I look forward to working with each of you. I can be reached at 202-575-4142 (H), 202-716-8898 ©, or email msk3334@yahoo.com.

Willa Kynard 

Baltimore Washington Conference 

United Methodist Women


Social Action 

Maryland Legislative Advocacy Day, Annapolis, February 17, 2011


It was wonderful to see the interest and enthusiasm of the group assembled for Maryland Legislative Day 2011! More than 80 persons participated in some way in this historic day that began at the beautiful Asbury United Methodist Church, Annapolis, located near the State legislative buildings. Asbury Church hosted the event, and their Pastor, the United Methodist Women (led by President Beverly Taylor), and church members provided fantastic support for our event.  Participants included several pastors, members of conference, district and local unit United Methodist Women and United Methodist Men, and staff persons from the General Board of Church and Society and various Baltimore-Washington Conference Offices, among others.    


The day began with a plenary session including briefings on the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, the Maryland General Assembly legislative process, and advocacy tips and opportunities.  Advocacy experts provided  overviews on 3 focus issues:  Immigration - Kim Propeack, CASA de Maryland, Human Trafficking - Julie Janovsky, the Polaris Project, and Alcohol Tax (Dime a Drink) - Vinny DeMarco, President of the Maryland Citizen's Health Initiative.  The issue experts then led 3 group sessions where they educated the members on the issues, discussed legislative concerns, and provided tips for afternoon meetings with Maryland State legislators.  


Beth Reilly, Advocacy Consultant, and our key interface with the issue experts, arranged nine meetings with legislators, 3 for each issue.  Our participants enthusiastically met with the legislators in their assigned groups, articulately discussed the issues, and requested needed support to get the bills of interest passed. 


Then, it was on to several of the many bill hearings that were scheduled in the Maryland General Assembly.  An added dimension for those who attended hearings in the Senate Judiciary Committee was that they heard issue expert Julie Janovsky testify on the 3  human trafficking bills on the schedule.  Many participants stayed in hearings long after the Legislative Day ended.


We are convinced that we now have many new advocates as a result of this experience.   I encourage each of you to help us continue the profound spirit of advocacy exhibited and enjoyed in Annapolis on February 17th.  What an incredible day!  

Ann Price, B-W Conference UMW Social Action Coordinator and Beth Reilly, B-W Conference Advocacy Consultant, spearheaded Maryland Legislative Advocacy Day 2011, which was co-sponsored by the B-W Conference United Methodist Women and the Social Justice/Advocacy Office. 

Upcoming Event

Look for information on the United Nations Seminar 2011 in the next issue of The Flame.

Ann Price, Social Action Coordinator



Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

Greetings and Glad Tidings to the women of the Baltimore-Washington Conference,

I pray that your 2011 has begun with renewal and blessings.   As the newly elected Membership, Nurture and Outreach Coordinator for the Baltimore-Washington Mission Team, I look forward to working cooperatively with the women of the conference. One of our goals is to increase the number of women actively participating in United Methodist Women.  Any woman, teen girl, young adult woman who is willing to support the purpose of United Methodist Women with her love, actions, and resources may become a member.  I encourage all current members to actively recruit women who support our purpose.

District Membership, Nurture and Outreach Coordinators have been asked to collect membership data and to send a report of the data to Women’s Division and to the conference Membership Nurturer and Outreach Coordinator.  Report forms have been distributed to District Presidents.  If additional forms are needed, please contact me.  Completed forms may be submitted to me sent electronically or by mail.  

As part of our Northeast Jurisdiction ”Membership Counts” Campaign, conference and district mission teams have been requested to visit all of the churches in our conference. The numbers of visits achieved are to be reported to District Presidents and the Conference Membership, Nurture and Outreach Coordinator.  The information will be used at the Northeastern Jurisdiction  Quadrennial Meeting that will be held in Hershey, Pennsylvania, June 14 -16, 2 012.  Are you making plans to attend?  I hope you are.  

Would you like to have a United Methodist Women’s unit in a church that does not have one; or is your unit inactive or barely active?  Part of my job is to assist with such situations.  I can be reached by mail, email, or phone.  I am excited about learning more about the mission work of our Baltimore-Washington United Methodist Women!

Peace, Joy, and God’s Grace to us, 


“Let us then pursue what makes for peace


                                                                                         and for mutual upbuilding.”

W. Jean Jackson






Romans 14:19

13 Jonquil Ave.

Hyattsville, MD 2075

301-336-8452

wjbjackson@att.net
____________________________________________________________
Susanna Wesley House
	Save the Date: Saturday, September 17, 2011

	SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, September 17, 2011
Great Food!
Great Fun!
Great Deals!
Great Cause!
  

Don't miss our annual luncheon and fundraiser, Inspired to Serve, this Fall. This year's event will be held at the beautiful new Conference Mission Center of the Baltimore-Washington Conference (United Methodist Church) in Fulton, Maryland, about 5 miles South of the Mall in Columbia, near the intersections of 29 and 216. Be sure to save Saturday, September 17, 2011.


The Celebration is About to Begin…



Please Join the Epworth House Mission Project Committee For Our First Afternoon Tea!





sponsored by the united methodist women of the greater washington & the washington east districts

Saturday, April 2, 2-4pm

Good Hope union UMC

14680 good hope road 

silver spring, md 20905





Come, spend an afternoon celebrating family, friends and 

Our partnership of many years with Wesley Theological 

Seminary, with games, music, hat parade (wear your fabulous hat), door prizes, refreshments and of course, tea! 

RSVP Send [image: image4.wmf]$30.00 check or money order per person by: [image: image5.wmf] Tuesday, March 1st .  Registration Deadline: Tuesday, March 15, 2011.   Please do not send cash.  Sorry we cannot accept telephone reservations or walk-ins.   

Make payment payable to:  Epworth House, Mail to: Alveta Jones, Treasurer, 3113 Amador Drive, Landover, MD  20785-2446.  The proceeds from this event will assist in sponsoring the Missioner-in Resident for the next school year.  




 Questions? Call Alveta Jones, 301-772-5594 or Ethel Watson, 202-286-1344.  
       Driving Directions on the back

DIRECTIONS TO:

GOOD HOPE UNION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

14680 GOOD HOPE ROAD

SILVER SPRING, MD 20905-6018

301-879-8100

FROM BELTWAY:  I-495 N/Capital Beltway toward Silver Spring.  Merge onto New Hampshire/MD 650 N via exit 28A toward White Oak. Proceed to GOOD HOPE ROAD and turn RIGHT at the light. Proceed to church at 14680 on the left.

FROM WASHINGTON, DC Via GEORGIA AVENUE:  Go NORTH on Georgia Avenue.  Turn RIGHT on COLESVILLE ROAD/US 29 N.  Turn RIGHT on NEW HAMPSHIRE N. Proceed to GOOD HOPE ROAD and turn RIGHT at the light. Proceed to church at 14680 on the left.

FROM GAITHERSBURG:  SOUTH on N. FREDERICK AVE/MD-355.  Turn LEFT on E. GUDE DR. Turn LEFT on MD-28 E/NORBECK RD.  Turn RIGHT onto NORWOOD RD at the light.  Turn RIGHT onto NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE.  Turn LEFT onto GOOD HOPE ROAD at the light. Proceed to church at 14680 on the left.

FROM BALTIMORE Via Rte. 40:  US-40 W to MERGE onto US-29 S/COLUMBIA PIKE toward COLUMBIA.  Stay on US-29 and Take BRIGGS CHANEY exit.  Make Right onto BRIGGS CHANEY RD.  Turn LEFT onto GOOD HOPE ROAD at the light.  Proceed to church at 14680 on the right.

FROM BALTIMORE Via ROUTE I-95 S:  SOUTH on I-95 to BURTONSVILLE exit.   Merge onto RTE. 198 and proceed to LEFT on ROUTE 29-S.  Stay on US-29 and Take BRIGGS CHANEY RD exit.  Make Right onto BRIGGS CHANEY RD.  Turn LEFT onto GOOD HOPE ROAD at the light.  Proceed to church at 14680 on the right.





	
	Epworth House Mission Project Committee

Expanding Concepts of Mission

Wesley Theological Seminary

4500 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC   20016-5690

2011


Mission Statement

Epworth House is a project of the United Methodist Women of the Baltimore-Washington Conference to the glory of God.  We are a supportive community that provides financial assistance through scholarships to women students in church studies at Wesley Theological Seminary.

[image: image8.wmf]Annual Membership Drive  [image: image9.wmf]
The Epworth House Annual Membership Drive starts now and runs through December 31.  Our goal is to increase our membership.
 Membership dues are $5.00 or more per person.  The dues are to be collected annually during the membership drive by the local unit representative. Please make your check or money order payable to the Epworth House Mission Project Committee and forward it through your District Treasurer.   The local representative will mail the membership list to Alveta Jones, Treasurer.  Membership cards will be distributed upon receipt of the list.

[image: image10.wmf] “Stay at Home Tea” [image: image11.wmf]
Don’t forget our Stay at Home Tea. The date suggested for reporting monies raised is September 1.      Please join us in writing a check to support missions.  [image: image12.wmf] No matter what you are able to give, you can be certain that you will significantly impact the lives of others.  Remember, every gift makes a difference.  Please make your gift payable to the Epworth House Mission Project Committee and forward it through your District Treasurer.  The local representative will send a statement of the amount to Alveta Jones, Treasurer at 3113 Amador Drive, Landover, MD  20785.  Tel: 301-772-5594.

To arrange speaking engagements for the Missioner-in Resident, contact Laura  Norvell, Liaison for Wesley Seminary at 202-885-8635. 
Save this important date and come celebrate the Epworth House First Afternoon Tea, Saturday, April 2, 2011, 2-4pm ~ Good Hope Union UMC, 14680 Good Hope Road, Silver Spring, MD 20905.  Cost, $30.00 per person, registration deadline, Tuesday, March 15, 2011, mail to Alveta  Jones.    We certainly appreciate our members and supporters who have been with us for many years. 

                            The Epworth House Mission Project Committee,

Ethel Watson, President


Greater Washington District

The Greater Washington District’s pledge for 2010 was $62,000.  We actually exceeded the pledge by  $15,933.  We thank the local units for their commitment and support in sending donations to the numerous Conference Projects (i.e. Susanna Wesley House, Hannah House, Montgomery County Women’s Center, and the Conference Scholarship Fund) and made this possible.  

The District recently sponsored a Local Officers Training session at Hughes United Methodist Church, Wheaton, MD, on January 8, 2010. We thank the following Conference officers who assisted us:  Ann Price, Social Action, Willa Kynard, Education & Interpretation, Colleen Cates, Membership, Nurture and Outreach for their assistance. Two GWD retirees also assisted.  Ethel Watson, Nominations and Gloria Robinson, Vice President.

On May 14, 2011, the District’s Annual Prayer Breakfast will be held at Good Hope Union UMC, 14680 Good Hope Rd., Silver Spring, MD 20905, 9:30 a.m. continental breakfast and program at 10:15 a.m.  Guest speaker:  Rev. Dr. Louis Shockley, Jr., Pastor, Asbury United Methodist Church, Washington, DC.  Guest soloist:  Adrienne Neal, soprano.  Fee:  $10.00 for a hot breakfast.  Registration deadline:  May 6, 2011, also to Sandra Chambers.  

The 2011 Greater Washington District phone directory is completed and will be distributed to Presidents and Treasurers at the Legislative Seminar.

Gertrude White, President


COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS – TIME TO APPLY!


Beginning February 1, 2011, The Baltimore-Washington Conference Center began accepting applications for college scholarships.  The following are deadline dates:

June 11, 2011 – Deadline for postmarked applications

June 14, 2011 – Deadline for hand-carried applications (to Conference Center)

June 30, 2011 – Deadline for notification of award letter


If you know someone who is a member of a United Methodist church in the Baltimore-Washington Conference and is applying to college for the 2011-2012 year, please direct him or her to the Baltimore-Washington Conference UMC website http://www.bwcumc.org  and then to the Resources drop-down menu to find College Scholarships information.    


District Presidents – Please let me know who will be your District’s representative for the 2011 Scholarship Task Force.  We will meet in mid-June at the Conference Center to choose the college scholarship recipients.  Thank you!

 






Linda S. Yost








Scholarship Task Force Chairperson








410-239-0429


Washington East District


A new year, a new Mission Team for the Washington East District!  Eddimae Tisdale has moved up the ladder to take the position as Secretary to the Conference Mission Team.  Nona Colbert, the former Social Action Coordinator was elected at the October Annual Meeting to fill the position.  There were more changes in the WED Mission Team.  Joyce Dean and Arlene Gross switched positions (Joyce had been Education & Interpretation and Arlene had been Membership, Nurture & Outreach).  We were fortunate to have Millicent Franklin elected to the  Spiritual Growth position and Leslie Gross into the position of Social Action.  A full team and a full agenda for the year!


The agenda for the WED this year is to reach out to all the local units and to mentor and develop our young women.  Our goal is to revitalize the WED website and provide a link to a “chat room” so that circles can be formed on-line.  This past year La Plata was blessed to begin an Evening Circle made up of 14 young women ranging in ages from early 30’s to early 50’s.  They meet in each other’s homes and their discussions range from a review of the Shack topics as broad as contemporary music lyrics.  They were heard to comment, ”We discussed it and decided that it is our time to take over some of the heavy lifting.”  Way to go La Plata!!


In October, the children of St. Matthew’s UMC in Bowie participated in the “Read to Feed” fundraiser for Heifer International.  Heifer International works with communities to end hunger and poverty and care for the earth.  With gifts of livestock and training, families can improve their nutrition and generate income in sustainable ways.  At the Celebration Dinner in October, six readers turned in the monies from their sponsors - $1240!  The children then chose which gifts to give – 4 trios of bunnies, 2 hives of bees, 2 flocks of ducks or geese, 4 flocks of chickens, 2 llamas, 1 sheep, and 3 goats.

Grace UMC in Fort Washington is supporting a women’s shelter and an organization that prepares young underprivileged women to enter the workforce.  Grace UMW in partnership with the United Methodist Men provided and served dinner to the students at Wesley Theological Seminary.  Each December Ebenezer UMW wrap gifts for patients at the Magnolia Nursing Home.  They wrapped 200 items that included socks, aftershave, lotion, perfume, packs of pocket tissue and calendars.  The patients look forward to the gifts and the Ebenezer local unit loves the fellowship.

The 2011 Annual Prayer Breakfast will be held at Metropolitan-Indian Head Cooperative Parish in Bryans Road on Saturday, May 21, beginning at 8:00 a.m.  The speaker is Pastor Mandy Sayers who is Associate Pastor of Covenant Point-Lakeside Cooperative Parish.  Entertainment will be provided by students from the Duke Ellington School of the Performing Arts
Nona Colbert, President



Susanna Wesley House cont.
	$10,000 Donation Made to SWH through United Way

	Former SWH board member Victoria Stewart has made a $10,000 donation to Susanna Wesley House through United Way. This extraordinary gift is made in honor of Peg Pearce Millender, "who helped me through the difficult years of my young life and does the same for the Susanna Wesley House!"  
 

Vickie hopes her gift will inspire others to designate Susanna Wesley House as the recipient of their United Way donations, made through their employers. The Susanna Wesley House designation number is #887175 (or #2799 for the Maryland State Employee Campaign.) 

 

We salute Vickie's generosity, and hope it will inspire you to follow suit!


SAVE THE DATE!


Friday, July 22, 2011, 11:00 a.m. through

Sunday, July 24, 2011, 3:00 p.m.


Clarion Hotel

901 Dual Highway (Rte 40W)

Hagerstown, MD  21740

Spiritual Growth Study – “The Journey:  Forgiveness, Restorative

                     Justice and Reconciliation”

                                           Plenary Leader:  Rev. Vance P. Ross
 Global Study – “Haiti:  Challenges and Hope”
Issue Study – “Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of Global 

                        Christianity”

NO INCREASE IN PRICES FROM LAST YEAR!

All are invited to attend this most informative and enjoyable School!

*Sponsored by United Methodist Women and Board of Global Ministries   

Central Maryland District News

 We are buzzin with excitement over our 3 new members to the district mission team:  Tamara Hull, treasurer; Edna Johnson, secretary; and Doris Watts, program resources.  We thank God for their talents and look forward to working with them in the months ahead.

 The CMD held training for presidents and treasurers in February. By having only two offices trained we were able to have one of our smaller churches host us.  It was a wonderful opportunity to interact with the ladies of one of our smaller country churches.  Training for the other offices will be in the afternoon of May 14 following our Prayer Breakfast.

 We are excited of the plans for our annual prayer breakfast- 

Sowing Seeds of Faith, Hope and Love
 May 14, 9:30 am  - $10

 Epworth UMC, 9008 Rosemont Dr., Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Speaker: Ambassador Blango Ross, Pastor of Strawbridge UMC


Rita Green, President
More Susanna Wesley House News…

	50 Families and counting... 

	Susanna Wesley House has been serving women in one form or another since 1919. In 2003, in direct response to the devastating need for housing that would allow homeless women to live with their children, SWH remodeled the facility to adhere to a Permanent Supportive Housing model, forging a partnership with The Women's Housing Coalition to provide the case management, educational, employment, counseling and other program services for the residents. (Susanna Wesley House maintains the facility, and underwrites the program costs by allowing our partner organization to collect all available government subsidies and rental income.)

 

Families are not limited to a set length of stay at Susanna Wesley House, although the average stay is approximately 24 months. Families may stay as long as they are participating in the program, until they are ready to move on to the next level of independence. Sometimes, this means moving directly into the community with no further support. Often, the families continue to work with their case managers while living in rental housing in the community. Either way, the ultimate goal is complete independence and self-reliance. 

 

Last year, we welcomed our 50th family to Susanna Wesley House. We look forward to a day when the concept of homelessness is a foreign one. Until then, Susanna Wesley House is committed to being there for the next 50 families, and beyond.



Baltimore Washington Conference 

United Methodist Women

2011 Calendar
	Event
	Date
	Time
	Place

	Conference Newsletter mailed
	Mar 1, 2011
	
	Zilpha Pinkney

	Conf Mission Team Meeting
	Mar 12, 2011
	9:00 am – 12:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	Nomination Committee Meeting
	Mar 12, 2011
	12:30 pm
	Conference Ctr

	SOCM Meeting
	Mar 14, 2011
	6:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	Spiritual Retreat
	Mar 19, 2011
	8:00 am – 3:00 pm
	West River

	Epworth House Tea
	Apr 2, 2011 
	2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
	Good Hope Union UMC

	SOCM Meeting
	Apr 11, 2011
	6:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	UMW Trustee Meeting
	Apr 12, 2011
	10:00 am
	Conference Ctr

	Nomination Committee Meeting
	Apr 16, 2011
	10:00 am
	Conference Ctr

	Conf Newsletter Article due
	May 15, 2011
	
	Zilpha Pinkney

	SOCM Meeting
	May 16, 2011
	6:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	Conf Mission Team Meeting
	May 20, 2011
	6:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	BWC UMC Annual Meeting 
	May 26-28, 2011
	
	Baltimore, MD

	Conference Newsletter mailed
	Jun 1, 2011
	
	Zilpha Pinkney

	Nomination Committee Meeting
	Jun 19, 2011
	10:00 am
	Conference Ctr

	Regional School
	Jun 29 – Jul 2
	
	Elizabethtown College

	School of Christian Mission
	Jul 22 – 24, 2011
	
	Hagerstown, MD

	Nomination Committee Meeting 
	July  
	At the SOCM
	Hagerstown, MD

	C-UMW Finance Meeting
	Aug 20, 2011
	9:30 am – 12:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	C-UMW Mission Team – set 2012 calendar
	Aug 20, 2011
	2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	C-UMW Program Committee
	Aug 6, 2011
	12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	Conf Newsletter article due
	Aug 15, 2011
	
	Zilpha Pinkney

	Conf Newsletter mailed
	Sep 1
	
	Zilpha Pinkney

	SOCM Meeting
	Sep 12, 2001
	6:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	UMW Trustee Meeting
	Sep 13, 2011
	10:00 am
	Conference Ctr

	C-UMW Mission Team Meeting
	Sep 17, 2011
	10:00 am – 12:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	Susanna Wesley House Lunch
	Sep 17, 2011
	12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	Wesley Learning Center
	Sep 19-21, 2011
	
	Wesley Seminary

	Conf UMW Annual Meeting
	Oct 22, 2011
	9:00 am -12:00 pm
	1st Church Hyattsville

	Conference Officer Training
	Oct 22, 2011
	1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
	1st Church Hyattsville

	SOCM Meting
	Nov 14, 2011
	6:00 pm
	Conference Ctr

	Conf Newsletter article due
	Nov 15, 2011
	
	Zilpha Pinkney

	Women’s Div Leadership Training
	Nov 18-20, 2011
	
	St. Louis, MO

	Conf Newsletter mailed
	Dec 1, 2011
	
	Zilpha Pinkney

	UN Seminar
	Dec 12-14, 2011
	
	New York City, NY

	C-UMW Mission Team Retreat
	TBD
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Meet Nancy Randers-Pehrson, President of the Baltimore Washington Conference.  Nancy comes  from Baltimore Suburban District where she is a member of Cokesbury Memorial United Methodist Church.  She brings a rich background in theology, unique skills, experiences and knowledge to the Mission Team. She holds a B. A. degree in Sociology from Rutgers University and a MDiv degree from Wesley Theological Seminary. Nancy is a certified lay speaker and has spoken in many churches in the conference for 25 years. She served as a Pastoral Intern at Christ United Methodist Church for the Deaf, and Towson United Methodist Church. Her vast experiences as a chaplain span includes hospitals, prisons, and the fire department.  


 


Nancy understands the role of United Methodist Women in the United Methodist Church and in the lives of women.  Leadership for her began in her local church where she served as president. At the district level she served as Chair of Nominations and Spiritual Growth Coordinator. Nancy's passion is prison ministry, a rapidly expanding interest in the conference. Nancy recently participated in training provided by Women's Division and she is bursting with enthusiasm, fired up and ready-to-go!


 


Nancy married Glenn Randers-Pehrson 42 years ago. They have four precious adult children and eight adorable grandchildren.  Nancy and Glenn reside in Edgewood, Maryland.


 


Nancy, the Baltimore-Washington United Methodist Women welcome you as president and look forward to working with you.


 


 


"To lead is to go out ahead and show the way when, the way may be unclear, difficult, or dangerous."


                                          Robert K Greenleaf


 


 


                                                             Edith C. Williams, Past President
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					Peace be with you,





					Nancy Randers-Perhrson


					President





Nancy M. Randers-Pehrson


� HYPERLINK "%22http://mailto:nancyrp@comcast.net%22" \t "_blank" �nancyrp@comcast.net�


443-866-7263 (cell)
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