
Organizing Documents for Unincorporated 
United Methodist Churches

Unincorporated United Methodist churches which have not adopted a separate set of bylaws should provide a copy 
of paragraphs 243-258 (Section VI for The Local Church - Organization and Administration) from the Book of 
Discipline to satisfy the requirement when an external entity requests a copy of the church’s organizing documents.  
This guidance is from the General Council on Finance and Administration legal department.

Reference:  

The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church. (2016). Nashville, TN: The United Methodist Publishing 
House.








































